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Office Action Summary 


Application No. 
08/654,600 


Appiicant(s) 


Mizell 


Examiner 


Kurt Rowan 


Group Art Unit 
3205 



K) Responsive to communication(s) filed on Aug 4, 1997 . 

B3 This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed 
in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayfe, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 

A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 3_ 


3 month(s), or thirty days, whichever 
is longer, from the mailing date of this communication. Failure to respond within the period for response will cause the 
application to become abandoned. (35 U.S.C. § 133). Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 


Disposition of Claims 

Kl Claim(s) 1-12 


is/are pending in the application. 


Of the above, claim(s) 
□ Claim(s) 


Kl Claim(s) 1-12 

□ Ciaim(s) 

□ Claims 


is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 


are subject to restriction or election requirement. 


Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is Cbpproved 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 


disapproved. 


Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d). 
□ All □ Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 

□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*Certified copies not received: 


□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 

Attachment(s) 

□ Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 

□ Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 


--- SEE OFFICE ACTION ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES — 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show every 
feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the wider bases to narrower apexes, 
the inner portion of the fins, and the channel must be shown or the feature(s) cancelled from the 
claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

2. The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for the 
claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01(o). Correction of the 
following is required: wider bases to narrower apexes, an inner portion of the planar fins, and at 
least one channel 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as containing subject 
matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one 
skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession 
of the claimed invention. The inner portion of the planar fins is not described in the original 
specification or shown in the drawings. 

4. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 
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In claim 1, "the lower end" in line 12 lacks an antecedent basis. Also, in line 17, "the upper end" 
lacks an antecedent basis. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-4, 6, 8-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gross 
for substantially the same reasons stated in the 1st Office Action. 

In reference to the planar fins are recited to have an inner portion extending along the longitudinal 
axes, see Figs. 8 and 10 of Gross which shows planar faces 1 1 LBelow each fin 1 1 1 is a 
rectangular block of material which rests inside each side 5, 6, 7, 8 as in Fig. 7. This can be 
considered as an inner portion. This portion extends along the longitudinal axes. The 
corresponding portions in the first embodiment are 40, 41, 42, and 43 in Fig. 2. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 5 and 7 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 1 12 set forth in this Office action and to include all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 
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Applicant's arguments filed August 4, 1997 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Elements 12, 13, 14, and 15 of Gross inconjunction with associated panels 40, 41, 42, and 43 
touch each other and cooperate along the longitudinal axes. The fins cooperate to form at least 
one channel which is the entry passageway 60 as in Fig.2. The lines referred to in the first Office 
Action were score lines 16,17 in Fig. 2. 


Conclusion 

8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1. 136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for response to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the date of this action. In the event a first response is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1. 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event will the 
statutory period for response expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Kurt Rowan whose telephone number is (703)308-2321 . The examiner can 
normally be reached on Mon-Thur from 6:30 to 5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Joseph Hail, can be reached on (703) 308-2687. The fax phone number for this Group is 

(703) 305-3579. 

Communications via Internet e-mail regarding this application, other than those under 35 
U.S.C. 132 or which otherwise require a signature, may be used by the applicant and should be 

addressed to [joseph.hail@uspto.gov]. 

All Internet e-mail communications will be made of record 
in the application file. PTO employees do not engage in Internet 
communications where there exists a possibility that sensitive 
information could be identified or exchanged unless the record 
includes a properly signed express waiver of the confidentiality 
requirements of 35 U.S.C. 122. This is more clearly set forth in 
the Interim Internet Usage Policy published in the Official 
Gazette of the Patent and Trademark on February 25, 1997 at 1195 
OG 89. 

In order to reduce pendency and avoid potential delays, Group 3200 is encouraging 
FAXing of responses to Office Actions directly into the Group at (703)305-3579. This practice 
may be used for filing papers not requiring a fee. It may also be used for filing papers which 
require a fee by applicants who authorize charges to a PTO deposit account. Please identify the 
examiner and art unit at the top of your cover sheet. Papers submitted via FAX into group 3200 
will be promptly forwarded to the examiner. 


# « 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 148. 

KURT ROWAN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
GROUP 32G0 


